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A. Inventory of Existing Conditions

The City of Grand Junction, with a picturesque backdrop of mountains and
monuments in Western Colorado, offers year-round amenities to both
visitors and local residents. Grand Junction Regional Airport is located
approximately 3.5 miles northeast of downtown Grand Junction. The Airport
provides a safe operating environment for all classes of aircraft, including
small general aviation aircraft, corporate business jets, and commercial
service passenger aircraft. The airport's relative location within the region is
illustrated in the following figure, AIRPORT LOCATION MAP.

The Airport, along with the aviation-related businesses and facilities, represents a vital and
significant regional economic asset. In addition to the many aviation-related assets, the Airport
also provides benefits to local businesses and industries, promotes tourism, as well as
encourages additional business development and expansion throughout Mesa County, the
surrounding communities, and adjacent counties. The 2008 Colorado Airports Economic Impact
Study quantified the total impact of the Grand Junction Regional Airport at 6,125 jobs with a
total payroll of $189,204,000 and a total economic output of $623,693,600.

The last Airport Master Plan for Grand Junction Regional Airport was completed in 1997. The
Airport Layout Plan has been kept current since 1997 with significant updates in 2002 and
2007. During the years since completion of the 1997 Master Plan, changes have transpired
within the aviation industry on a local, regional, and national level that impact the aviation
facilities and services provided at the Airport. These changes necessitate a re-evaluation of the
Airport’s Master Plan as a means of analyzing current and forecast operational characteristics and
facilities, as well as updating the program for airport development. The population growth and
economic expansion that is occurring within the region have necessitated a long-range analysis
and plan for the future needs of the Airport to accommodate aviation demand.

The focus of this document will be on the total aviation facility and its environs, with the overall
planning goal being the development of an aviation facility that can accommodate future
demand and that is not significantly constrained by its environs. This initial nventory of
Existing Conditions chapter examines three basic elements involved with the existing and future
development of Grand Junction Regional Airport. These elements are: the airport facilities
(runways, taxiways, aircraft parking aprons, hangars, maintenance facilities, ground access, etc.);
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the relationship to the airport/airspace system; and, the airport environs. Subsequent chapters
detail the Airport’s forecasts of aviation activity, the ability of airport facilities to safely and
efficiently meet the needs associated with the projected aviation activity, the compatibility of the
Airport with surrounding land uses, and recommended future development within and around

airport property.

As illustrated in the following figures, AIRPORT LOCATION MAP and AIRPORT VICINITY MAP, the
City of Grand Junction, with a population of approximately 46,898, is the county seat for Mesa
County, which has a population of 134,189. Grand Junction is perhaps best known for its
proximity to year-round outdoor recreation areas, such as ski resorts, hiking trails, fishing, golf
courses, horseback riding trails, mountain bike trails, camping facilities, etc. However, other
nearby attractions include: the Colorado National Monument, the McInnis Canyons National
Conservation Area, the Grand Mesa National Forest and the Uncompahgre National Forest, as
well as many local vineyards and wineries in what is known as Colorado Wine Country.

Airport Role

Grand Junction Regional Airport is owned and operated by the Grand Junction Regional
Airport Authority Board. The Board is comprised of seven appointed members; three from
Mesa County, three from the City of Grand Junction, and one at-large member. The majority
of the land owned by the Grand Junction Regional Airport Authority was purchased/deeded
from the City of Grand Junction and Mesa County. The Airport Manager is responsible for the
day-to-day operation of the Airport and reports to the Board.

The Airport encompasses 2,357 acres and is 4,858 feet above mean sea level. The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) categorizes the Airport as a non-hub, commercial service airport
(FAA Site number 02624). The Airport Reference Point (ARP) is Latitude 39° 07’ 20.6850”N
and Longitude 108° 31° 36.2450”W. The mean, maximum temperature of the hottest month
(July) at the Airport is 97.7 degrees Fahrenheit.

Currently, the Airport is served by five airlines on a yearly basis, SkyWest Airlines/United
Express with daily service to Denver; SkyWest Airlines/Delta Connection with daily service to
Salt Lake City; Great Lakes Aviation with daily service to Denver; US Airways with daily service
to Phoenix; and Allegiant Air with service to Las Vegas. New air carrier service started in Spring
2008 from American Airlines/American Eagle with daily service to Dallas, and Frontier
Airlines/Lynx Aviation with daily service to Denver. Great Lakes Aviation also announced that
it ceased service to Grand Junction in 2008.
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Airport Facilities Inventory

Airside Facilities

Grand Junction Regional Airport is operated with two runways, along with parallel and
connecting taxiways, which serve the runways and provide aircraft access to the terminal and
other facilities on the Airport. The following illustration, entitled EXISTING AIRPORT LAYOUT,
provides a graphic presentation of the existing airport facilities.

Runways. The primary runway at the Airport has a designation of 11/29. It is 10,501 feet in
length and 150 feet in width. The runway is constructed of asphalt pavement with a porous
friction course surface overlay and has a gross weight bearing capacity of 110,000 pounds single
wheel, 180,000 pounds dual wheel, and 260,000 pounds dual tandem wheel main landing gear
configuration. The runway is equipped with High Intensity Runway Lights (HIRL), a four light
Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) on the left side of Runway 11, a four light Visual
Approach Slope Indicator (VASI) on the left side of Runway 29. Runway 11/29 is marked with
precision approach runway markings. The Runway 11 end is served by an Instrument Landing
System (ILS) approved for Category 1 ILS approaches and is composed of a localizer, a glide
slope, and a Medium Intensity Approach Lighting System with Runway Alignment Indicator
Lights (MALSR). In addition, Runway 29 has Runway End Identifier Lights (REILSs).

The crosswind runway, Runway 4/22, has a length of 5501 feet and width of 75 feet. Itis
constructed of grooved asphalt and has a gross weight bearing capacity of 20,000 pounds single
wheel, 30,000 pounds dual wheel main landing gear configuration. The runway is equipped
with Medium Intensity Runway Lights (MIRL), a four light Precision Approach Path Indicator
(PAPI) on the left side of Runway 4, and visual approach runway markings to both runway ends.
Both runway ends are also equipped with Runway End Identifier Lights (REILs). Runway 4/22
is closed from 2200 (10 p.m.) to 0600 (6 a.m.) which coincides with the time the Airport
Traffic Control Tower is closed.

Taxiways. In addition to the runways, the airside facilities at Grand Junction Regional Airport
consist of several taxiways that provide access to the terminal area and other aviation facilities. A
75-foot wide full-length parallel taxiway, Taxiway A, serves Runway 11/29 with seven
exit/connector taxiways, and is located on the southwest side of the runway. Runway 4/22 is
served by a 40-foot wide full-length parallel taxiway, Taxiway C located on to the northwest side
of the runway. Taxiway C has four exit connector taxiways. Taxiway A and its associated exit
taxiway are illuminated by High Intensity Taxiway Lights (HITL) and signage. Taxiway B and
its associated exit taxiways are illuminated by Medium Intensity Taxiway Lights (MITL) and
signage.
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Landside Facilities

Landside development at the Airport includes commercial passenger terminal facilities, aircraft
parking aprons, Fixed Base Operator (FBO) facilities, general aviation facilities, fuel storage
facilities, and access roadways.

Passenger Terminal Facilities. The passenger terminal building at Grand Junction Regional

Airport was opened in 1982 and originally consisted of approximately 70,000 square feet of
space. The terminal is located on the south side of Runway 11/29 at approximately the
midpoint of the runway. The three-level facility consists of airline ticketing counters, a baggage
claim/handling area, passenger-waiting areas, rental car counters, a restaurant, a gift shop, airline
and Transportation Security Administration (TSA) administrative offices, and Airport Authority
offices. Arriving and departing passengers enter and exit the terminal building on the ground
level and airline ticket counters, rental car counters and baggage claim are also located on the
ground level. The second level consists of security screening, passenger waiting areas and
boarding gates and the restaurant and gift shop. The third level consists primarily of the Airport
Authority offices and TSA offices. There is an automobile parking facility located south of the
terminal, support equipment parking east of the terminal and rental car parking west of the

terminal.

Aprons. The commercial service aircraft parking apron at Grand Junction Regional Airport is
located adjacent to the passenger terminal building, south of Runway 11/29. The primary
general aviation apron is located east of the commercial service apron adjacent to the various
FBO owned facilities. The west half of the general aviation apron is primarily reserved for larger
corporate jet and turboprop aircraft parking and rotorcraft parking. The east half of the general

aviation apron contain aircraft tiedowns for smaller aircraft.

There are also several other secondary apron areas located along both runways serving various

airport tenants including general aviation and corporate aviation aircraft storage and
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